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State officials envision tech park at Kalaeloa

BY CLYNTON NAMUD
PACIFIC BUSIRESS NEWS

Seawater could replace tap water at
Kalaeloa, where redevelopment plans in-
clude apossible second site for the Natural
Energy Laboratory of Hawaii Authority

The Hawaii Cormmunity Development
Authority, which is in charge of redevel-
oping the former Barbers Point Naval
Air Station, says a technology park is
among the options for the approximately
1,500 acres available for development on
the Leeward side of Oahu near Kapolei.

"HCDA officials recently discussed with
representatives from both NELHA and the
High Technology Development Corpora-
tion thepossibility of settingasidespaceat
Kalaeloa for a tech park. HCDA, NELHA
and HTDC are all agencies attached to the
state Department of Business, Economic
Development and Tourism. -

“We'rereally tryingtolook atasmany dif-
ferentkindsof technologiesordevelopment
opportunities that could sit out there,” said
Stanton Enomoto, HCDA's director of plan-
ning and development for Kalaeloa. - -

NELHA’s only campus ig just south.of

Kona International Airporton thé Big Is-
iand. Among the 870-acre science and
technology park’sclaimstofame is thatit
supplies tenants with seawater, ‘both
from the surface and from 2,000 and 3,000
feet below the surface. '

While a second NELHA site on Oahu :

would almost certainly provide seawater,
whether or not it would provide the deep
seawater that NELHA is known for re-
mains to be seen. i
Many technical and financial hurdles
must be overcome before any plans can
move forward. For example, NELHA's
currentlocation is ideal to draw deep sea-
water because a steep drop-off into the
ocean allows deep seawater pipes to easi-
1y reach depths of 2,000 and 3,000 feet. No
such drop-off exists at Kalaeloa.
- In addition, the amount of land avail-

-able at Kalaeloa is uncerfain. When the

8,700-acre Barber’s Point Naval Air Station
was closed in 1999, a large amount of the
land was given to a hodgepodge of federal,
state and county agencies while other
parts were set aside for entitlements. Ap-
proximately 1,500 acres are either owned
by or have been allocated to the City and

Pari of the former Bar-
bers Point Naval Air Sta-
tion could become home
to a technology park.
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County of Honoluly, the state Department
of Hawaiian Homelands and the U.S. Navy

How large any tech park would be de-
pends on who is willing toprovide the land.
HTDC and HCDA officials have discussed
the possibility of a 50- to 100-acre tech park
onland the Navy has said itis willing to sell.

Another issue is whether there is de-
mand for a NELHA site on Oahu. The

. Kona location sits about half occupied,

but HTDC Vice Chairman Jay Fidell said
he helieves a second campus would work
and is in discussions with NELHA offi-
cials on the project.

“The general recipe that NELHA fol-
lows, seerms to me, would he a good con-
cept at Kalaeloa,” he said. “I think it’sa
great idea and in the next few months,
you know, we may see it flower.”
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