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28 bills on governor's possible veto list 

By Derrick% 
Advertiser Government Writer 

Gov. Linda Lingle told the state RELATED NEWS FROM THE WEB 
Legislature yesterday she may veto more Latest headlines by topic: 
than two dozen bills, including one that . .llSJ+ews 
would provide free basic health insurance 

Powered by IcspjxaeL 
to children who are not covered by state or 
private health plans. 

The lates 

The bill, a partnership between the state and the Hawaii Medical Service 
Pleasant Hc Association, would close a gap in healthcare that has left several thousand now Hirinql 

children uninsured. But administration officials said they are concerned the 
bill might inadvertently draw children away from the more comprehensive ALI TOP ~ o b s  

healthcare offered through Quest, the state's medical insurance program for  bout ' 

the poor. 

The administration also fears it might lead some companies to drop quality 
healthcare coverage for workers' children with the understanding the children 
would qualify for the free state and HMSA health plan. 

Lingle has until July 11 to veto the bills and state lawmakers can return for a 
special session to consider overrides. State House and Senate leaders said 
after the legislative session ended in May that they did not expect to return 
for a special session, but said yesterday they had not made a final decision. 
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insurance. The state and HMSA would split the cost of a free basic health 
plan aimed at children who do not qualify for free coverage under Quest and 
are not covered by private insurance. 

But Lillian Koller, the director of the state Department of Human Services, 
said the new plan might lure away middle-income parents who pay a 
premium to have their children in Quest and might lead companies to end 
healthcare coverage for workers' children. 

"This isn't an improvement, necessarily, in expanding access to healthcare 
for children," she said. 

State Rep. Josh Green, D-6th (Kailua, Keauhou), a Big Island doctor who 
worked with HMSA on the plan, said he would propose it again next session 
if Lingle vetoes the bill and it is not overridden by the Legislature. 

"I don't see how anybody can be against insuring all children," he said. 

The governor and her staff discussed vetoing the cigarette tax increase, 
which has technical flaws, and the development restrictions in Kaka'ako, but 
chose to let the Legislature address those issues again next session. 

Carl-Wilhelm Vogel, director of the Cancer Research Center of Hawaii, said 
the governor's decision not to veto the cigarette tax is good news for the start 
of a new research facility in Kaka'ako. 

"The increased tax revenue from this cigarette tax will benefit several health- 
related entities and foremost the cancer center. I'm very happy because, of 
course, this provides the funding stream for the new cancer center in 
Kaka'ako," he said. 

The Hawai'i Community Development Authority, the agency guiding 
redevelopment in Kaka'ako, earlier this month urged the governor to veto the 
development ban. The agency has terminated a controversial project that 
included two high-rise condominiums on state land between Kewalo and - 
Honolulu harbors makai of Ala Moana, but sought a veto of the bill to keep 
housing as a possible future use in the area. 

Staff writers Andrew Gorrzes ar~d Loren Moreno contributed to this repor?. 
Reach Derrick DePledge at ddepledge@hono luluadvertiser.com or 525- 
8070. 

Reach Derrick DePledge at ~~eple&e@.lzo~~oI~~I~~n~Ive,.rise.~. 
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